1913]             To Ernst August, Prince of Hanover

Berlin, Jijth February, 1913.

Jenisch has such a bad heart he has resigned and given up
Rome. Flottow is going there instead. The latter is very
stiff, rather feeble and suffers from his stomach. He is com-
pletely lacking in charm although he is witty. Two years
ago he married a Russian woman of good birth and extremely
rich, General Keller's widow. The General died bravely in
Manchuria. She's an intelligent woman and extremely am-
bitious. The story was told here that on her marriage day
she said to her future husband : "If you're not an Ambassador
within eighteen months I'll run off." All the same I believe
Flottow is worth more than the Emperor's candidate because
he's a diplomatist and Chelius isn't.

The day before yesterday I was invited to Court to make
the acquaintance of the fiance of the Emperor's daughter.
This young prince made the best impression on me, he is
quiet and reserved and he has a very nice expression. The
Princess seemed enchanted and the marriage which was to
have taken place in October is to be put forward. Last
Friday the prince had to take his oath as a Prussian officer,
this was one of the conditions of the marriage and recon-
ciliation. It seems he was terribly moved but everything
passed off all right.

The Hohenlohe mission has failed completely and Austria
no longer wishes to demobilise. People believe if she doesn't
do so before the end of March that a general war will be-
come inevitable. . . . This morning I got a letter from the
Grand Duchess of Baden which beams with satisfaction over
the marriage which has reconciled Hanover and Prussia.

Berlin, 2$th February, 1913.

The young Danish Sovereigns have been here since yester-
day on a visit.   I was a witness of their arrival, and to-day
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